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The evidence is clear: after more than two decades of touring and an astounding 21 
albums, Petra is the world’s premier Christian rock band. They practically pioneered the 
genre, which is now one of the fastest-growing areas in the recording industry. As 
Christian music's top-selling band, with over six million albums sold, Petra was also the 
first group to top all five CCM Update retail and radio charts at the same time. 
They've piled up three Grammys, more than two dozen CCM Reader's Poll Awards, 
and they've got some of the most dedicated fans anywhere. 


So there’s no doubt that Petra’s future is as bright as their history. Their aptly-named 
new album No Doubt is a musical expression of that certainty. With some major 
personnel changes and a fresh musical attitude, Petra is ready to hit the road— 

and the charts. 


The changes are substantial. Bob Hartman, Petra’s founder, principal writer, lead 
guitarist and vocalist, is taking on a new role with the band. Instead of touring with 
the band on a regular basis, Bob will focus on the recording aspect from their home 
base in Nashville. “It’s a full-time job, not counting being on the road,” says Bob.” This 
was a big decision, but it feels like the right time... being able to focus on writing and 
recording makes sense for Petra, for me, and for my family.” 


Lead vocalist John Schlitt agrees. “It took a lot of courage for Bob to do this, because 
| know he'll miss being on the road. But his concentration on songwriting just means 
there’s even better material to come.” 


That will be a hard act to follow after the songs of No Doubt. From the driving, 
scratching, musical encouragement of “Right Place” to the power pop balladry of the 
title track, Petra continues the kind of lyrical commitment to truth that has been the 
hallmark of their musical ministry. 


And ministry is still the central focus of Petra’s work. Their concern for teenagers and 
young adults has always been evidenced in the way they craft their songs and develop 
their sound. Making a contribution to that end are new members Jim Cooper and 
David Lichens. “These guys bring a new vitality into Petra that works very well,” says 
John. “Jim is an unbelievable asset, a great keyboard player, arranger, and writer—he 
helped write five songs on No Doubt. He's a dynamo, and really wants Petra to take 
that next step.” 


David Lichens, replacing Bob Hartman as touring guitarist, adds another dimension. 
“When you change guitar players, you change the band,” says John. “David's from 
Portland, Oregon, and his playing is influenced by that Pacific Northwest ‘grunge’ 
sound. He brings a fantastic voice and good writing skills, too.” 


The new guys bring more than talent to the group; each claims Petra as early 
influences in their own lives. “Jim got saved at a Petra concert,” says John, “and David 
got into Christian music because of Petra, so they're very familiar with us. Still, our 
new direction isn’t as much by design as it is the fact that the five of us start to flow 
naturally in new areas, musically.” | 


That can’t help but enhance their standing with younger fans, who will surely find the 
“new” Petra much to their liking. And that’s fine with Petra. “Kids need all the help 
they can get,” says Bob. “We need to stay fresh musically, and these changes help us 
to do that.” John agrees, “It’s a little more current, sounds we've never used before . .. 
it's what kids are hearing now, though we kept some sounds Petra fans will certainly 
recognize. We went into this wanting to do something new.” 


And that’s what fans will get, when Petra cranks up their No Doubt Tour this fall and 
spring. “I'm the guy in front of the band, so | have a good look at what the band is 
doing live,” says John. “All | can say is, wow! This is raw excitement. This is cool.” 


With Bob at home focusing on recording, John handling duties as band leader, and 
veterans Ronny Cates and Louie Weaver holding down the fort, the influence of new 
members just adds to the anticipation of great things to come. And as the momentum 
builds, the band holds fast to the same convictions. 


“Music’s nothing but a tool for ministry, as far as we're concerned,” says John. “It’s our 
job to be a musical partner with those youth pastors out there, who are helping kids 
build real faith in Christ, in a way they can relate to and enjoy.” 


With all the changes, Petra is ready for new challenges, according to John. “Are we 
ever in for a ride! And it’s going to be very exciting, as long as we stay in God's will 
and follow the opportunities He gives us.” 


From the sounds of their new album and the look of their new road team, there will be 
plenty of chances to do both. 


No doubt about it. 
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